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Berlin Officially Reports Capture of

Five Strong Positions by Crown

Ground, but Says Line Is Held.

WIN FORTS AT ANY COST,
ORDER OF THE EMPEROR

COPENHAGEN. Feb, 24.—Kaiser Wilheln bas ar-
rived at the Verdun front to encourage his troops to the
greatest gfforts, according to Berlin advices to-day.

| day, urging them to conquer Verdun at any cost.

[ BERLIN (via London), Feb. 24.—Five French positions within a
radius of seven miles of the Verdun forts have been captured by lie
Crown Prince's army, it was officially announced this afternoon. They
are the villages of HBra™nt-sur-Meuse, Haumont and Samogneux, and

on the cast bank of the Meuse,
The War Office ulso reported the capture of the wooded distrie!
| north and northwest of Beaumont.
{ Ihe text of the War Office report says:
| “The success we obtalned oast of the Meuse bhan been exploited

turther. The villages of Brabant, Haumont and Samogneux have

been captured., Thoe entire wooded distriet northwest, uorth aod
northeast of Deaumont and the forest of Herbe are in our puse
senslon,

"Houth of Metz an advanced French post was taken by 4 surprise
attack. The entire garrison of fifty men was caplured.”

iKaiser Sees Crown Prince’s
Army Smash Way at Verdun

LONDON, Feb. 24.—Under the eye of the Kaiser, the Crown

Not Like!Prince’s army has smashed forward to within gun range of (e great

| fortress and city of Verdun in one of the greatest battles of the war.
Reports from the battlefront indicate that the losses on both sides
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they have gained. The French position in the Verdun angle consists of
row after row of strongly fortified field positions, extending for miles batl:
m front and in the rear of Verdun.

French Line Is Not Broken,
The Paris War Office Claims

PARIS, Feb, 24.—At the War Office to-duy it was pointed out
that aithough some ground had been lost by the French north of Verdun.
where a German attack in enormous force has been in progress for the
(last four days, the French lines have not been broken at poini

.’I['I_\

¢ lady was Cgreat confidence was expressed that the lines would continue 1o hold.

It was officially admitted that French forces have been compelled
to evacuate the village of Brabant-sur-Meuse, less than cight miles norip

i Verdun, The French have also lost part of the Caures wood. fou?
m: o east of Brabant, the War Office reportad, but have repulsed othe
wavy German attacks. .

I'he text of the Parls War Office statement is as fullows:

“In Artols 4 struggle with grenades Is In prpgress (o the east
of Souchez. 1o the reglou north of Yerdun the I:truule continued
all night with the same Intensity along the right bank of the Meuse
as far ms Ornes to the south of Ordes. Owlng to the violence of the

pinbatdment of our sdvasced position at Brabant Sur Meuse our
roups liave evacuated this village under cover of night, protected
by the Banking tire of our positions on the left bank of the Meuse

“An attack directod on Samogneux bas boen ropulsed. A strong
attack which was participated In by st least one beigade was
aunchiel by the enemy in the Forest of Caures.  Tlhis attuck sue-
coded In taking one part of the forest, We il hold the seuthern
il AL the ufiensives dirocted azalnil Beawmont, feont of
hivh e estmollohic L hiwve Tadled 1o dislodge o the cast
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The Kaiser, the reports said, addresses his troops eacls
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